
 
 
 
 

 
 

Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)®Announces Scholarship Recipients 
$1,500 scholarships provide funding for graduate students performing research in   

disaster safety and mitigation  
 

TALLAHASSEE, FL (June 10, 2014) – The Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)® today announced the recipients 
of six scholarships sponsored by FLASH and its partners.  The scholarships, awarded to qualifying graduate 
students, aim to cultivate the next generation of disaster safety and mitigation professionals.  Each scholarship 
has a specific focus that underpins disaster safety and resilience, including construction, engineering, financial 
services, meteorology, risk communication, social sciences and more. 
 
“It is our mission to cultivate a mindset within future generations that people should only live and work in 
buildings that are safe, strong and sustainable,” said FLASH President and CEO Leslie Chapman-Henderson. “With 
these scholarships, FLASH and its partners are infusing the study of disaster safety and resilience into higher 
education.  We are impressed and humbled by the level of talent among these scholarship recipients.”  
 
Scholarship recipients include: 
 

 Rebecca Thompson, University of California-Irvine is the recipient of the FLASH Social Science 
Scholarship for the 2013-2014 academic year.  With her scholarship, she will perform research on 
psychosocial factors that predict whether a person evacuates an area that is under threat from a 
natural disaster. 

 Christine Alfano, Colorado State University is the recipient of the International Code Council 
Scholarship for the 2013-2014 academic year.  With her scholarship, she will perform research on 
the probability of failures in residential structures based on wind speeds and building codes. 

 Keren Bolter, Florida Atlantic University is the recipient of the RenaissanceRe Scholarship for the 
2013-2014 academic year.  With her scholarship, she will be developing an outreach strategy to 
ensure residents have the proper information on flooding, storm surge and property loss based 
on sea level rise. 

 Austin Thompson, University of Florida is the recipient of the Simpson Strong-Tie Scholarship for 
the 2013-2014 academic year.  With his scholarship, he will perform research on characterization 
of a structure’s walls to tornado wind loads. 

 Luping Yang, University of Florida is the recipient of the State Farm Scholarship for the 2013-2014 
academic year.  With his scholarship, he will perform research on quantifying the precision and 
accuracy of wind tunnel modeling of extreme wind loads. 

 Brandy Stimac, University of North Carolina-Charlotte is the recipient of the WeatherPredict 
Consulting Scholarship for the 2013-2014 academic year.  With her scholarship, she will perform 
research on improving forecast lead times by increasing our knowledge of how and when super-
cells form tornadoes. 

 
Winners will be recognized at the 2014 FLASH Annual Conference November 19 - 21 in Orlando, FL where they will 
be required to present their research findings as posters. 
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The scholarship program was originally created as a higher education extension of StormStruck: A Tale of Two 
Homes® (StormStruck) the popular interactive severe weather experience at INNOVENTIONS at Epcot® at the 
Walt Disney World® Resort and sponsored by the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH®); RenaissanceRe 
Holdings Ltd.; WeatherPredict Consulting Inc., an affiliate of RenaissanceRe; Simpson Strong-Tie® and State 
Farm®.    For more information, visit www.flash.org/scholarship/. 

 
About FLASH 
The nonprofit Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)® is the country's leading consumer advocate for 
strengthening homes and safeguarding families from natural and manmade disasters. FLASH collaborates with 
more than 120 innovative and diverse partners that share its vision of making America a more disaster‐resilient 
nation including: BASF, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Florida Division of Emergency Management, The 
Home Depot®, International Code Council, Kohler® Generators, National Weather Service, Portland Cement 
Association, RenaissanceRe, Simpson Strong-Tie®, State Farm™, USAA® and WeatherPredict Consulting Inc. In 
2008, FLASH opened the interactive weather experience  StormStruck: A Tale of Two Homes® located at the 
INNOVENTIONS Attraction at Epcot® at the Walt Disney World® Resort in Lake Buena Vista, FL. Learn more about 
FLASH and its free consumer resources by visiting www.flash.org or calling (877) 221- SAFE (7233). 


