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On the new-look website you will find 
the next generation of FLASH Cards, 
including the new Emergency Board-
Up, Flooding Safety and Homeland 
Security cards. Subject matter experts 
from every area provided valuable 
input and a technical review of each 

Spring is associated card to ensure its accuracy and 
with all things new. It is validity. We believe you will find the 

a time of growth and renewal. Spring new cards easy to understand and 
2002 saw the growth of FLASH from a convenient to use as a quick reference 
“Florida” alliance to a “Federal” one, tool.  As always, small quantities are 
expanding both its partnerships and free and larger quantities can be 
services. This spring brings renewal ordered and personalized.
with  fresh FLASH tools, including a 
new-look website,   updated versions  If you are planning a new look for your 
of the popular FLASH Cards and new home this year, visit our 
course offerings for consumers and 
homebuilders.

These “new looks for spring” offer the 
FLASH message and better support 
our life-saving disaster safety mission. 
Our hope is that you will find 
something new and helpful on 

. The updated website is 
now even more streamlined --- fewer 
clicks to get you to the valuable, life- 
and property-saving information you 
need.

www.flash.org

flash@flash.org

Blueprint for 
TMSafety  section. There you will find 

state-of-the-art, disaster-safe 
construction techniques and interactive 
assessment tools for new construction, 
remodeling projects, or weekend 
repairs. Whether you are a “do-it-
yourselfer” or hiring a licensed 
contractor, you'll discover ways to 
ensure that your construction meets or 
exceeds local standards. The 
enhancements outlined in Blueprint for 

TM Safety cost very little to implement 
when compared to the lifetime of 
benefits to you and your family.

Yes, spring is here, and with it all the 
growth and renewal. What better time 
to unveil the new-look FLASH Cards, 
website or courses? Take the time, 
check out the site and discover the 
many new features. As always, we 
welcome your feedback and 
suggestions.  Contact us at 1-877-221-
SAFE or  and share 
your comments.
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FLASH Staff:FLASH Staff:

FLASH PartnersFLASH Partners

Organizations and individuals
who share a dedication to 
mitigation excellence.

Organizations and individuals
who share a dedication to 
mitigation excellence.

Building Officials Association of Florida
Citigroup
Citizens Insurance Corporation
FEMA
First Floridian
Florida’s American Red Cross Chapters
Florida Department of Community Affairs*
Florida Department of Financial Services
Florida Division of Forestry
Florida Emergency Preparedness Assoc.
Florida Fire Chiefs Association
Florida Insurance Council*
Florida Select
Georgia Department of Insurance
Institute for Business & Home Safety*
National Roofing Contractors Association
Nationwide*
NOAA/ National Weather Service
SBCCI
State Farm Insurance Companies*
The Home Depot
The Salvation Army
Travelers
USAA*
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By Leslie Chapman-
Henderson
FLASH President / CEO
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El Niño typically translates into a wet winter for the Southeastern U.S. However, below average yearly rainfall and 
freezing temperatures have combined to produce very dry fuel conditions across the state. While heavy rainfalls 
have been recorded recently, we should remember the lessons of 1998 when heavy rains and flooding preceded 
one of the worst wildfire seasons ever recorded.  

The weakening El Niño may lead to an increased threat of fires for the early spring unless regular precipitation 
frequencies continue. According to the Division of Forestry meteorologist, the outlook for is for the El Niño 
conditions to revert to neutral during Florida's normally dry time of the year prior to the onset of lightning season. 

As we get further into spring and approach the heart of wildfire season across the Southeast, forecasters believe 
El Niño will continue to weaken and, unless normal rainfall patterns return, we could see another active season. 
For that reason, we urge everyone to practice the Firewise Principles of Wildfire Safety.

Now is the perfect time to complete a thorough check of your property, create defensible space and ensure its 
ability to withstand the dangers of wildfire.

To create a Firewise landscape and a defensible space, remember that the primary goal is fuel reduction. To this 
end, initiate the zone concept. Zone 1 is closest to the structure; Zones 2-4 move progressively further away:

Zone 1. This well-irrigated area encircles the structure for at least 30 feet on all sides, providing space for fire 
fighting equipment in the event of an emergency. Plants, trees and shrubs should be limited to carefully-spaced, 
less flammable species.

Zone 2. This area continues out 30-50 feet from the structure and less flammable plant materials should be used 
here. Plants should be low-growing, and the irrigation system should extend into this section.

Zone 3. This area continues 50-100 feet from the structure and should include low-growing plants and well-
spaced trees, remembering to keep the volume of vegetation (fuel) low.

Zone 4. This furthest zone, 100 feet or more from the structure is a natural area. Selectively prune and thin all 
plants and remove highly flammable vegetation.

El Niño typically translates into a wet winter for the Southeastern U.S. However, below average yearly rainfall and 
freezing temperatures have combined to produce very dry fuel conditions across the state. While heavy rainfalls 
have been recorded recently, we should remember the lessons of 1998 when heavy rains and flooding preceded 
one of the worst wildfire seasons ever recorded.  

The weakening El Niño may lead to an increased threat of fires for the early spring unless regular precipitation 
frequencies continue. According to the Division of Forestry meteorologist, the outlook for is for the El Niño 
conditions to revert to neutral during Florida's normally dry time of the year prior to the onset of lightning season. 

As we get further into spring and approach the heart of wildfire season across the Southeast, forecasters believe 
El Niño will continue to weaken and, unless normal rainfall patterns return, we could see another active season. 
For that reason, we urge everyone to practice the Firewise Principles of Wildfire Safety.

Now is the perfect time to complete a thorough check of your property, create defensible space and ensure its 
ability to withstand the dangers of wildfire.

To create a Firewise landscape and a defensible space, remember that the primary goal is fuel reduction. To this 
end, initiate the zone concept. Zone 1 is closest to the structure; Zones 2-4 move progressively further away:

This well-irrigated area encircles the structure for at least 30 feet on all sides, providing space for fire 
fighting equipment in the event of an emergency. Plants, trees and shrubs should be limited to carefully-spaced, 
less flammable species.

This area continues out 30-50 feet from the structure and less flammable plant materials should be used 
here. Plants should be low-growing, and the irrigation system should extend into this section.

This area continues 50-100 feet from the structure and should include low-growing plants and well-
spaced trees, remembering to keep the volume of vegetation (fuel) low.

This furthest zone, 100 feet or more from the structure is a natural area. Selectively prune and thin all 
plants and remove highly flammable vegetation.
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The Firewise Community of Wedgefield in East Orange County won the 
first-ever Wildfire Education Award from FLASH during Fire-Rescue 
East in Jacksonville. The award included a plaque and a $1,000 

donation to continue education and further the prevention efforts of the Wedgefield Firewise 
Board. FLASH will grant this award annually to a deserving individuals or organizations who 
demonstrate a proficiency in wildfire mitigation through education and outreach.

ORLANDO NEIGHBORHOOD RECEIVES 
WILDFIRE EDUCATION AWARD

ORLANDO NEIGHBORHOOD RECEIVES 
WILDFIRE EDUCATION AWARD

EDUCATION AWARD
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Flash FactsFlash Facts
2003 FEPA Awards to The Home 
Depot and John Zarrella/CNN

The Florida Emergency 
Preparedness Association 
recognized both FLASH 
nominees, The Home Depot and 
John Zarrella/CNN, for their 
efforts to raise awareness about 
the effects of natural disasters. 
The award recipients were 
honored at the 2003 FEPA 
Conference in Daytona Beach. 
Congratulations to both 
deserving nominees!
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 “Some are weatherwise, 
   some are otherwise.”  

Benjamin Franklin

Florida Wildfire Statistics 1981  Present*
 

YEAR # of Fires Acres Burned  

1981  

1982
 

1983
  

1984
  

1985

 

1986

 

1987

  

1988

 

1989

 

1990

 

1991

  

1992

  

1993

  

1994

 

1995

  

1996

  

1997

 

1998

 

1999

 

2000

 

2001

 

2002

 

13,917
 

4,692
 

4,148
 

6,872

 

8,621

 

5,478

 

5,170

 

5,916

 

7,291

 

6,665

 

3,985

 

4,324

 

4,680

 

3,600

 

3,343

 

4,180

 

4,027

 

4,899

 

5,645

 

6,723

 

4,805

 

3,065

 

582,441
 

107,099
 

40,389

95,512

443,816

 

109,894

 

75,167

193,881

 

645,331

 

249,912

 

86,948

82,230

80,484

180,048

 

48,586

93,849

146,122

 

506,970

 

355,239

 

210,851

 

403,737

 

56,840

 

*Statistics taken from http://flame.fl -dof.com/General/firestat.html

 

Log onto the FLASH 
Web site for complete preparedness 
information, including Blueprint for 

Safety.  And don't forget to download 
free FLASH Cards!

Firewise Communities

Florida Division of Forestry, 
Fire & Forest Protection

US Forest Service
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www.firewise.org  

flame.fl-dof.com  

www.fs.fed.us  
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Build A Blueprint for Safety Home

Not Sure Where to Begin? 

Planning a new look for your home this summer? Make sure the job 
is done right. Whether building a new home or renovating an 
existing one, Blueprint for Safety is all that you need to know to 
ensure the safest structure for you and your family. Get current, 
accurate and reliable information on disaster-resistant construction 
techniques with FLASH's Blueprint for Safety.  Log on to 

for interactive shutter calculators, ideas for do-it-yourselfers, 
professional contractors and more. 

Call our toll-free help desk for free technical advice from the experts: 1-877-221-SAFE. 

www.blueprintforsafety.org 

Build A Blueprint for Safety Home

www.blueprintforsafety.org 

Not Sure Where to Begin? 
 1-877-221-SAFE. 

Making a home Firewise is something we all can do. There are lots 

of activities kids can even do, like picking up branches and 

flammable yard trash or helping to move wood piles 50 feet from 

the home. For more great ideas, log onto the Federal Emergency 

Management Website for Kids: 

http://www.fema.gov/kids/wldfire.htm

FLASH Kids CornerFLASH Kids CornerFLASH Kids CornerFLASH Kids Corner

Upcoming Events

National Hurricane Conference  
April 14-18, 2003

Hyatt Regency, New Orleans
www.hurricanemeeting.com

Governor's Hurricane Conference (Florida)  
June 9-13, 2003

Tampa Convention Center
www.flghc.org

? State Hurricane Conference (Texas)  
April 28-30, 2003

San Luis Hotel and Conference Center 
Galveston, Texas

www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem

Have Questions?
Call our Toll-Free 

Home Safety 
Hotline

1-877-221-SAFE

Have Questions?
Call our Toll-Free 

Home Safety 
Hotline

1-877-221-SAFE
(7233)(7233)

 Florida’s Statewide Hurricane Exercise
May 12-16, 2003

www.floridadisaster.org
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